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CENTENNIAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

Warminster, Pennsylvania 

 

MINUTES of COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

HELD March 22, 2022 

 

Mr. Martin announced that an Executive Session was held this evening prior to this meeting to 

discuss personnel and legal matters. 

 

1. WELCOME 

1.1 CALL TO ORDER (Mr. Martin) 

A Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Centennial School Board was held March 22, 2022 in 

the Board Room at the Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by Mr. Martin 

at 7:02 p.m. 

1.2 ROLL CALL (Mr. Martin) 

 

The following Board members were present:  Mary Alice Brancato, Patti Crossan, Shelley 

Eilenberg, Flemming Godiksen, Mark Gindhart, Jane Schrader Lynch, Charles Martin, Tony 

Sadowski.   

 

Michael Lydon participated via a phone connection. 

 

The following Administrative members were in attendance at the meeting:  Dr. Dana Bedden, 

Tom Greenwood, Melissa Bolden, Anthony Gabriele, Dr. Dennis Best, Joseph Rutz, Shawanna 

Coles.   

 

1.3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (Mr. Martin) 

 

Mr. Martin asked for a moment of silence to remember the citizens of Ukraine and then led the 

group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

1.4 ANNOUNCEMENTS (Mr. Martin) 

 

None 

 

1.5 SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT (Dr. Bedden) 

 

Dr. Bedden said the Board received Good News in their weekly report. 

 

1.6 PUBLIC COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS (Mr. Martin) 

 

Krista DiPaolo, community resident, spoke about the book packs that are proposed for approval 

on tonight’s agenda.   

 



Minutes –Committee of the Whole  - March 22, 2022                                                                             123 
 

Note:  The motions approving contracts shall not be construed as altering in any respect the terms, conditions, and limitations 

contained in any contract.  No summary of the contract contained in the agenda or the minutes is intended to alter in any respect 

the terms, conditions, or limitations contained in any contract.  In all instances, the terms, conditions, and limitations of the 

contract document(s) itself and not the summary shall control. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

2.1 Approves the March 22, 2022 Committee of the Whole agenda, as per the attached.   

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Patti Crossan, to approve item 2.1 as listed 

above.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Martin asked for item 3.4 to be pulled from the consent agenda.   

 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolutions: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

Action: 3.1 Approves the Mission, Vision, Beliefs, Shared Values, Strategies and Goals, as per 

the attached. (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

Action: 3.2 Approves the personnel agenda including: Retirements, Resignations, Authorization 

to Employ, Leaves of Absence, Change of Status and Co-curricular Additions, as per the 

attached. (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

Action: 3.3 Approves hiring job candidate 5-19 at the rate of $27.57/hr. which falls under 

Appendix A, Payroll Specialist, Step 4, as per the attached. This is a 12-month position. (Mr. 

Godiksen) 

 

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Shelley Eilenberg, to approve items 3.1, 3.2 and 

3.3 as listed above.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

Action: 3.4 Approves the job description for the School Board Secretary position, as per the 

attached. (Mr. Godiksen) 

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Tony Sadowski, to approve item 3.4 as listed 

above.   
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Dr. Bedden responded to questions from Mr. Martin about the position.  Dr. Bedden explained 

that there was no job description available for this position and the district needed to provide 

clarity of the role.  After some discussion, it was requested the district send out a survey to the 

staff to see if anyone is interested.     

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

4. PRESENTATIONS 

 

4.1 Education Committee Presentations (Mrs. Lynch) 

 
  EDUCATION COMMITTEE PRESENTATIONS 

4.1(a) Chapter 339 K-12 School Counseling Plan Dr. Babins, Mrs. Zemitis, Mrs. Rudenko 

4.1(b) Kindergarten Bootcamp Mrs. Coles and Ms. Chapin, YWCA 

4.1(c) Take-Home Book Paks Mr. Gabriele 

  
4.1(a) Sarah Rudenko, guidance counselor at Log College Middle School, briefly explained that 

the team of counselors has been working together to present the Counseling Plan to the Board.  

There was an ED Talk video outlining the work of school counselors at the various levels.  

Leanne Zemitis, guidance counselor at Willow Dale Elementary School, responded to a question 

from Mr. Godiksen about how Smart Futures works in the elementary schools.    Dr. Sarah 

Babins responded to questions from Mrs. Crossan, Mrs. Eilenberg, Mr. Martin and Mr. Gindhart 

regarding the Naviance program, teaching positions and internships.   

 

4.1(b) Shawnna Coles spoke about the kindergarten bootcamp planned for this summer.  She was 

joined by Kristin Chapin of the YWCA.  The YWCA partners with Centennial to make this 

program possible for our kindergarten students.  Ms. Coles explained the goal, timeline, 

schedule, and cost of the kindergarten bootcamp.   

 

4.1(c) Mr. Anthony Gabriele spoke about the take-home book packs that are to support literacy 

and to help families build home libraries for grades K-5.  He provided an overview of the 

program, and spoke about the various groups who participated in the selection of book titles.  He 

showed a video with parents and students speaking about the process of choosing the books.  

Comments were made by Mrs. Eilenberg, Mrs. Brancato and Mrs. Crossan.  Mr. Gindhart asked 

if parents and students can choose their books.  Mr. Gabriele said no, not with this model using 

ESSER funds based on Federal regulations.  Parents do have an option to not take the books if 

they do not want them.  Dr. Bedden explained we had some elementary student input in making 

the choices for the books selected.  Mrs. Brancato asked why can’t the children choose the books 

and Mr. Gabriele pointed out that there are Federal guidelines and requirements on how the 

money is spent and accounted for.  The district can set up a different meeting to go over the 

specific requirements of ESSER funding.  Mr. Martin asked about whether there would be a 

measurable component of whether the book packs were a success.   Mr. Gabriele said the district 

will send out a ThoughtExchange to families to check in.  The district will send out a survey at 

the end of the summer and in the fall about the books.  Mr. Martin asked if parents could return 

any books that are not wanted so they could be reused.  Mrs. Coles responded to this question 

and said we can collect the unwanted books and make sure they are available.    Mr. Martin 
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requested that this information be communicated in the letter being sent home to parents.  Mr. 

Godiksen asked about the school libraries being open during the summer and the possibility of a 

bookmobile.  Mr. Gabriele said we would investigate.  Additional comments were made by Mr. 

Sadowski and Mr. Lydon.   

   
4.2 Finance Committee Presentations (Mr. Martin) 

 

   FINANCE COMMITTEE PRESENTATIONS 

4.2(a) Current Budget Status Update Mr. Greenwood 

  
Mr. Greenwood presented a financial update through February 2022, pointing out that not much 

has changed from the prior months.  In response to a question from Mr. Martin about when the 

Board would see the preliminary budget, Mr. Greenwood said that information would be 

available at the next Board meeting in April.   

 

5. EDUCATION/STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

5.1 Items Presented for Information (Mrs. Lynch) 

 

Mrs. Lynch said she had a pre-meeting with Mr. Gabriele regarding Education Committee items 

on March 23.  She said there also are some upcoming meetings in April for Education 

Committee planning.                                        

 
5.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mrs. Lynch) 

 

Mrs. Lynch said she was pulling item 5.2(a) from this portion of the consent agenda so there 

could be a roll call vote. 

 

Mrs. Brancato asked for item 5.2(e) be pulled from this portion of the consent agenda. 

 

Mrs. Lynch read the following resolutions: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors:  

   

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(a) X   X     

Approves a quote from Lerner Education to provide summer 

Take-Home Book Packs for students in grades K-5 to 

encourage reading for fun and to help build home libraries; 

cost of $43,012.50 to be paid with ESSER Grant funds. 

5.2(b) X   X     

Approves a trip by and one (1) teacher chaperone and two (2) 

William Tennent High School students who have been 

selected to perform at the Pennsylvania Music Educators 

Association (PMEA) All-State Festival and conference, April 

6 to April 9, 2022, Pocono Manor, PA; district cost not to 

exceed $3,089.00. 
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5.2(c) X   X     

Approves the attendance of the Registrar/Child Accounting 

and PIMS Specialist to the Attendance/Child Accounting 

Professional Association (A/CAPA) Spring Virtual 

Conference, April 6-7; district cost is $100.00. 

5.2(d) X   X     

Approves the addition of the math course titled Algebraic 

Concepts to the 2022-23 William Tennent High School 

Program of Studies. 

5.2(e) X   X     

Denies the exception to Policy 206. Assignment within 

District for students 13-8 and 5-8 for the students to remain at 

Davis Elementary School. The students moved into the 

McDonald Elementary School attendance zone in September 

2021. 

5.2(f) X   X     

Approves the agreement with Penn Literacy Network (PLN) 

professional development program titled Children of Poverty: 

Using PLN Frameworks to Positively Impact Student 

Engagement; district cost not to exceed $29,250.00 to be paid 

by ESSER Grant funds. 

5.2(g) X   X     
Approves the Chapter 339 K-12 School Counseling Plan; no 

cost to the district. 

 

Motion by Jane Schrader Lynch, second by Patti Crossan, to approve items 5.2(b), 5.2(c), 

5.2(d) and 5.2(f) as listed above. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

 

Mrs. Lynch read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(a) X   X     

Approves a quote from Lerner Education to provide summer 

Take-Home Book Packs for students in grades K-5 to 

encourage reading for fun and to help build home libraries; 

cost of $43,012.50 to be paid with ESSER Grant funds. 

 

Motion by Jane Schrader Lynch, second by Tony Sadowski, to approve item 5.2(a) as listed 

above.  A roll call vote was taken and the results are as follows:  Mrs. Lynch, Yes; Mr. 

Sadowski, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, Yes; Mrs. Crossan, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Gindhart, Yes; 

Mr. Godiksen, No; Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr. Martin, Yes.   

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-1-0, with Mr. Godiksen opposed. 

 

Mrs. Lynch read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 
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  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(e) X   X     

Denies the exception to Policy 206. Assignment within 

District for students 13-8 and 5-8 for the students to 

remain at Davis Elementary School. The students moved 

into the McDonald Elementary School attendance zone in 

September 2021. 

 

Motion by Jane Schrader Lynch, second by Shelley Eilenberg, to approve item 5.2(e), as 

listed above.  There was a voice vote, with the vote being 7-2-0, but additional questions 

remained.  Melissa Bolden responded to questions from Mr. Martin and Mrs. Brancato.  

Additional comments were made by Mrs. Eilenberg, Mr. Gindhart and Mr. Godiksen.  A roll call 

vote was taken and the results are as follows:  Mr. Sadowski, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, No; Mrs. 

Crossan, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Gindhart, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, No; Mr. Lydon, No; Mrs. 

Lynch, Yes; Mr. Martin, No. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 5-4-0, with Mrs. Brancato, Mr. Godiksen, Mr. Lydon, 

and Mr. Martin opposed. 

 

6. FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

6.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Martin) 

 
  FINANCE COMMITTEE - INFORMATION ITEMS 

6.1(a) Pennsylvania School Liquid Asset Fund (PSDLAF) - Market Update 

6.1(b) PSDLAF Monthly Report 

  
Mr. Martin said the information items listed above are available for the Board to review. 

 

6.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mr. Martin) 

 

Mr. Martin read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 
 

     APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  FINANCE COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

6.2(a) X   X     Approves the pending bills list. 

  

Motion by Charles Martin, second by Flemming Godiksen, to approve item 6.2(a) as listed 

above.   

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-1-0, with Mrs. Brancato opposed. 

 

Mrs. Lynch asked that we go back and approve item 5.2(g) as this was missed in the initial 

reading of the Education Committee items. 

 

Mrs. Lynch read the following resolution: 
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Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(g) X   X     
Approves the Chapter 339 K-12 School Counseling Plan; 

no cost to the district. 

 

Motion by Jane Schrader Lynch, second by Patti Crossan, to approve item 5.2(g) as listed 

above. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

 
7. OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

7.1 Items Presented for Information (Mrs. Brancato) 

   
None 

 

7.2 Items presented for Approval (Mrs. Brancato) 

 

Mrs. Brancato asked Mr. Gindhart to read items 7.2(a) and 7.2(b). 

 

Mr. Gindhart read the following resolutions: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

   
  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  OPERATIONS COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

7.2(a) X   X     

Awards the Computer Equipment RFP 2022-11 to Dell for a 

4-year lease purchase. This includes replacement devices in 

labs throughout the district and replacement laptops for 

support staff for a total of 379 devices; district cost using 

COSTARS not to exceed $332,210.80 for four years.  

7.2(b) X   X     

Approves the attached quote for Skyward 

Empowerment, which will audit the student and the business 

sides of our Skyward system; district cost not to exceed 

$31,700.00. 

           
Motion by Mark Gindhart, second by Patti Crossan, to approve items 7.2(a) and 7.2(b) as 

listed above. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

 

8. ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Art Krysko, community resident, spoke about the banner/sign question he talked about at the 

last meeting, asking if it had been resolved.  Comments were made by Mr. Martin, Mrs. 

Brancato, and Dr. Bedden.  Dr. Best said the sign was hung without administrative approval and 

it was dealt with.   
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9. ADDITIONAL BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Crossan said this weekend the play “Cinderella” is being held at William Tennent High 

School. 

 

Mrs. Brancato spoke about policies and committees.  She said Labor Relations has not been 

allowed to do the things it did in the past.  Mr. Martin requested a paragraph explanation of what 

each Board committee is supposed to do.  Dr. Bedden responded to Mrs. Brancato’s questions 

about the Labor Relations Committee.  He stated Labor Relations is not a standing committee of 

the Board, but an ad-hoc committee.   

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

10.1 The next meeting of the Committee of the Whole will be held Tuesday, April 26, 2022,  at 

7:00 p.m. 

Motion by Patti Crossan, second by Shelley Eilenberg, to adjourn the meeting.   

Final resolution:  Motion carries, 9-0-0. 

The School Board Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.    

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Mary Anne Robold 

       Board Secretary 
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